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In Palestine the former united Communist party split during the
war into Jewish and Arab sections, since they could not reconcile
their attitudes towards Zionism. The Jewish Communists are still
an insignificant fraction of their community, completely over-
shadowed by the Zionist movement. The Arab left-wing move-
ment has made considerable headway among the semi-educated
and the ranks of organized labour, and is strongly opposed to the
conservative leaders of the Arab nationalist movement. Ittihad,
the left-wing organ of the Palestine Arab Workers' Congress and
the 'intellectual' League of National Liberation, has constantly de-
manded that the unrepresentative Arab Higher Executive should
give place to a new organization in which the workers would be
represented. On the Zionist question both the Jewish and the Arab
Communists repeated the party-line, as stated by M. Gromyko
to the U.N.O. Assembly in May 1947, that the solution of the
Palestine problem lay in the ending of British control, after which
Arabs and Jews could be left to settle their differences in a bi-
national 'democratic' state. On 13 October, however, the Soviet
representative at U.N.O. came out in support of the partition
plan, and on 31 December M. Gromyko spoke at a Jewish dinner
in New York of the new Jewish State as an instrument of the
'liberation of the peoples of the Arab East from the last shackles
of colonial dependence'. In response the two parties on the left
wing of the Zionist movement, which between them polled nearly
a quarter of all the Palestine votes for the last Zionist Congress,
merged on 24 January 1948 in a new group which had on its central
committee the former Hagana leader Dr. Moshe Sneh. On 31
January the British government protested to the Communist
government of Bulgaria against its allowing 19,000 illegal Jewish
immigrants to sail from Bulgarian ports in the latter part of 1947.I
The Soviet demand early in 1946 that she should be given the
trusteeship of the former Italian colonies of Tripolitaiiia and
Eritrea was withdrawn in favour of the compromise-agreement
to maintain the status quo for one year after the Italian peace-treaty
came into force. Russia was duly represented at the meetings to
consider the future of the Italian colonies which began on 3
October 1947. At the end of January 1948 she protested against
the American decision, announced a fortnight before, to reopen
the Mallaha airfield near Tripoli; it was, however, explained that
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